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(Concluded from our last.) 


Two o'clock, p.m.—Conference again assembled, and was called to order by Elder 
Benson. Choir sung a hymn. Prayer by E. T. Benson, and * — 

President Young arose and said, with joy and gratitude to my Heavenly Father, 
I look upon this congregation with admiration. I rejoice to see my brethren and 
my sisters congregate together to worship the Lord, It is a feast to me to look 
upon the Saints. 15 is a joy and gladness to mingle in their society. I feel thankful 
for the goodly number that are safely landed in the mountains. I look forward to the 
day when scores of thousands will join us in our secluded retreat. It is a matter of 
consolation to me to have the privilege of looking at the Saints. I can truly say, 
itis sweeter to me than the honey comb. The greatest luxury I can enjoy, is to 
associate with those who delight to serve the Lord with all their hearts. And in 
the midst of all afflictions and privations we have the privilege that we never before 
had, of assembling unmolested from our oppressors. I esteem the providences of 
God as a fresh manifestation of his kindness in removing the Saints to this place, 
to suffer the wickedness of the wicked to remove us to this place. I hope we will 
improve on the same. I would be thankful if I could have oo satisfied at 
this conference; to a certain degree they are, and will be. When I realize what a 
traggle and labor we have undergone, I would rejoice at the privilege to look at 
ny brethren for days and days. It is a place of happiness to me—the day I have 
long looked for, to enjoy the privileges now around me. I can truly say, ten or 
fifteen years ago, I looked upon this people with an expectation that every man and 
woman would be worn into the grave, their lives spent in preaching, in watehi 
their houses and protecting their families, before we could enjoy the present — 
lege. I expected it would be enjoyed by my children, but not by me. I am dis- 


appointed—it is all I could have —— ~BHE life, my labor, all that I could — 


anticipate eight or ten years ago, is now realized by me. The providences of the 
Almighty speak volumes to me, and say to Israel, be on the look out. Latter-day 
Saints be on the watch-tower. The providences of God as they are dealt ont to 


the earth to us, and should be realized as peals of thunder, that the Lord will 


tut short his work in righteousness, for a short work will he do on the earth. 
I can say to all Jerach, it is time we should awake from our lethargy, from our 
drowsy and sleepy feelings awake to righteousness, and hasten the work that is 
upon us, for in a da hour that we are not aware of, behold, the Son of Man 
eometh, as fast as the wheels of time roll round, to bring:calamities, famine, fire;. 
the destroyer that walks abroad at noon-day, or at midnight 
‘nd lays wastes its thonsands; nations are revolutionised; kingdoms are tottering: 
falling Whale world: is in commotion, what can wesay? I can say; — 
8 


* 
7 
12 
| 
4 
7 N 
{ 
7 
* 


— — — ——ä—ä—ẽ—— — ü—ͤ—ä— —ö'̃ — — 
1 
1 


274 MINUTES OF GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


watch !! watch!!! brethren, and be faithful! When I came td —— morn. 
ing, my feelings were peculiar; I realised that for years we have been deprived o 
such a privilege to meet together to worship the Lord. This is the most comfort. 
able place I have ever seen for the Saints to hold their meetings in at our gathering 
place. When I have been abfoad in the world, we have had splendid halls; but, 
at the gathering place, this is the best. What next, brethren? Some think I vil 
go to the conference; but if I do, I cannot stay there. I must go to the kanyon;, 
or hunt my cattle. I would like to go to conference, but I want to plough my lo 
or fence my field, or to go to mill, or to my farm. This I feel—I felt it yesterday, 
I have the same cares that other men have—the care of my family, the daily labour 
that is upon me; my business is before me; but I said to my flocks and herds, and 
teams, now rest: workmen stop your business, all hands; my family prepare ty 
entertain those who call upon us; do the best _ can; prepare the best to feed 
them with; and to all around me, I said rest while I go and worship the Lord; i 
has been a great struggle, like two immense armies contending ; the enemy of al 
righteousness conten ing by storms and thunder, that we should not prepares 
place to meet; we have been fighting and struggling for years. I recollect fou 
years last February, we left Nauvoo; from that time to this we have been strug. 
gling to build a place to assemble in, we were thwarted in getting a Council Hous, 
we have not got it yet; we have been two winters idle, and some of the Elden 
have forgotten there is a God; they have forgotten their covenants, their vows, and 
their prayers; they have forgotten what they once remembered, as the first and 
foremost in their hearts. I will draw cuts with any man who would go and plough 
to-morrow, which grows the most wheat, by staying here to-morrow and getting 
our hearts warmed, or go ae oe ; I have seen it tried, and proved that when 
the Lord requires anything of his Saints, and they do it, he can give the increase 
better, than if they served themselves; there is not the first man who has gained 
the first picayune by going to a kanyon on Sunday, or by labouring on the Sabbath 
day; necessity does not drive a man to do it, no such thing, but it is their own dispos- 
tions, and the spirit that is in them. There is no more necessity to go to the 
yons, or bunt your cattle on the Sabbath day, you might as well plough; but som 
feel that they cannot spare time on aweek day. We have tried it in travelling sine 
we left Nauvoo, and not one time having travelled on the Sabbath day, have we 
gained by it, but we have lost a day or two the next week to for it. Whatis 
the harm? It proves that you treat lightly the rules of the God of nature,—the 
God we serve. The laws that organised the elements knows what they can endure; 
he said to man, when you have laboured six days, rest one, to refresh your bodies; 
let your horses and cattle that labour rest; your men and women, let them rest; I 
don’t mean to rest like Christians, ride ten miles to.a meeting, and then ride twenty- 
five miles for pleasure; but I mean a Saint's Sabbath: there is not a nation nor: 
people that keep the Sabbath, not a christian, from the Pope to the latest reformer; 
there is not one who keeps it, no not one, unless sick, if there is one it is by mistake 
or by accident. Now you gain —.— by transforming the ordinances of nature to 
E. own desires; let them all rest, and when the earth has brought forth six years 
it rest the seventh; you will not make anything by transgressing any rule o 
the God of nature, and if our eastern neighbours Fad done so, their land would 
have been as good as when they first saw it. I would as soon rest a whole wee 
and let every thing rest a week; for have we not worked more than six Sabbaths? 
If we tarry a whole week, it would not pay the debt, and the God of nature wil 
bring it all back again. If I hurry this Conference, I have got to hurry every bmi 
ness transaction, and every speech, and then the spirit — not abide with us. I 
Want you to feel as I feel; stay right here, and spend a week in Conference, if ne- 
cessary. A great many persons feel that they are so poor they have to go to the 
gold mines, they will be in such a hurry they will forget to pray; another cannot 
spend a week day to go after wood or hunt ‘his cattle; you can see the example, 
poor they are and poor they will be, and by and by they will wake up in hell. Its 
not a polite expression, but it is true doctrine, will go down to hell, pove 
stricken and naked; are those who go to meeting every Sabbath going to get rich 
Not just yet. They will have more wheat; you may take — ＋1＋ rest on t 
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seventh day, and he will be the best off. I am not going to desire anything but the 
will of my Father in Heaven ; if my Father makes me rich I will be contented, and 
if Iam poor I will be contented still, and I will be content with all good men and 
people. It is disgusting to me to see a person love this world in its present 
nization ; look at kings on their thrones, their crowns fall at their feet, their 
almighty dollars do them no good, their wealth and opulence are gone, nation after 
nation are dethroned and crumble to ashes. Take the very youth of beauty; it is 
lsid low in the grave! Riches take the wings of the morning and fly away; it is 
beneath the heart of a man who loves God and His spirit. 

I wish the brethren to listen to the principles this morning set forth on specula- 
tion, and their daily walk; we are here, and it is our duty to sustain ourselves in 
this place, and also those who will come to us; we have a duty to perform to our 
brethren ; we are under holy christian covenants to assist our brethren who are left 
in the states, until they are gathered here; remember the poor who are yet in bon- 


most important things that we can do, to raise grain to sustain ourselves, and those 
who come here. e 

I have a few words to say on Mormonism as it is called, but to us, the doctrine 
of salvation; I can say I know it is true. I have known for years and years that 
Joseph was a prophet. I did not embrace Mortnonism, because I hoped it was true, 


aa obey it, and it would make them righteous. Joseph Smith lived and died a pro- 
aa phet, and sealed his testimony with his blood; he lived a good man, and died à good 
bg map, and he was as good a man as ever lived; and the voice of the Lord is still 
en heard for this people. For myself I am here just as I was in the days of Joseph. I never 

tended to oseph Smith. I am not the man who brought forth the Book of 

ormon, but I do testify to the truth of it. I am an apostle to bear testimony to the 
Gentiles of this last dispensation, and also to the Jews. I can say the heart of man 
is always eager for something, just like little children; we often see children when 
they have been feasted on pumpkin pie and sweet cake, and other good things, eat 
until they are filled with pain, and cry for more. The Elders have had so much reve- 
lation, that it has put them in pain,. because they did not know how to digest it, and 
yet they cry for more. You live and see the time that kings and prophets have 


to receive revelation, and my privilege to dictate tothe church. Here are a cloud of 
witnesses from the death of Joseph or the return of the Twelve to Nauvoo, that all 
things have been dictated by the Twelve, with your humble servant at their head ; 


— — 


administered to more kindly and faithfully than this 3 have been by the 
Twelve and those that helped them? No, not even in the days of Jo-eph. From 
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Let me tell you it is the truth of the Lord God Almighty, and if a man will not 
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patterned after the doctrine the Lord 
him. There was no possibility of Joseph leading the people 
astray. If I thought that God would suffer a man to lead a righteous people astray 
82 


dage, and say what we can do for our poor brethren this season; it is one of the 


but because it was that 22 that would save all the human family that would 


desired to see, but have died without the sight. It is your I rivilege, and it is mine, 


could it have been bettered? Was this = or any other people ever led, fed, or 


would falter and feared Joseph | 
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ke day that I was baptized until this present time, I have felt as if I was in another 
world, in another existence. 1 never look back upon the old world, but it is like 
looking into hell. I have only one desire, and that is to do the will of my God, and 
that is all the will I ever had. I do chastise my brethren, find fault with them, and | 
give them counsel, but the counsel I give let any one say it is not right; I am at | 
the defiance of any one to say that I have not told them just right. 
Next thing. Just as soon as any of the Twelve become dissatisfied, they lop off, : 
— have not the boldness to go to the Council and say “good bye, I am going to | 
my own road; no, not even John E. Page. I remember once at the commence- ‘ 
ment of this church, a necromancer embraced it, but he could not be satisfied ; he : 
came and said he had fingered and handled the perverted priesthood so much, the : 
you; but the rest g, 


of all they have, to begin with, and afterwards one-tenth of their increase. 
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I would not serve him, I would leave him and seek another; I serve the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers; he has called J 

will never let him lead this people astray, but when he has done his work he wil 
take him to himself. I never was afraid of my friends, and you need not be; th 
Lord Almighty will never suffer his people to go astray, unless they as à people 
want to follow iniquity ; never, no never, no never. 

Do you know the word of the Lord when you hearit? It is the will of th 
Lord that he wants his people to do. As for revelation, some say it has ceased ; it 
has no such thing. I could give you revelation as fast as a man could run, I am in 
the midst of revelation. Do you want more revelation written? Wait till yo 
obey what is already written. | 

The last two years of Joseph's life, Joseph laid out as much work as we can do folly df 
twenty years. I have no disposition to seek for more, until I see these we harz th 
obeyed. I tell you one thing, if we obey the word of the Lord, this people hay 80 
got to quit drinking whiskey, and leave off using so much tobacco, tea, and coffee, vie 
It is not religion to spend our time in light visits, or squandering your time as many 
have. When J look at the world and hear the blasts of the devil, I _ blow away 
I trust that I shall live to accomplish my designs of fighting the devil, and if I d pi 
not live, there are other men whe will step into my place who are just as good for 
a hang on, as I am, or Joseph was. 

My feelings are the same as they were when I was baptized, to do the will of my 
God. When we have the spirit of the Lord, we work together in oneness, and we 
shall accomplish the design sooner or later. Joseph used to say,“ do not be scared, 
I have not apostatized yet ;” and he did not. I say, brethren I have not aposts. 
tized, and there are a good many who have not. We have got to gather Israel, 
and see the redemption of Israel, and if I do not live to accomplish it, I shall come 
back to enjoy it. I say come on ye Elders of Israel and preach the mysterig 
of the kingdom. When a principle comes to your understanding, it is no mores 
mystery; but, behold, the mystery has flown, and all things are easy to be compre. My 


Ofc 


hended; all is simple; all is childlike ; and all is Godlike. th 
Moved that Claudius Spencer take a mission to — W carried. a 
Moved that Simon A. Dunn, and Uriah B. Powell, go to the Society Islands; i 
carried. 
eve 


The Band played a lively tune. | 
President H. C. Kimball inquired if it was the feelings of the people to continue 


the Conterence another-day, it was his feelings that we should stay here a few days. f 
On motion the Conference continues another day; carried. bP Sane * 
The Choir sung a hymn. Benediction by G. A. Smith. to | 


Monday April 8th, 10 a.m.—Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Choi we 


sung ahymn. Prayer by W. W. Phelps, and singing. bie 

Moved that Isaac C. Haight, Moses Clawson, Appleton M. Harmon, Jess i 
Crosby, and William Burton, go on missions to England, to preach the Gospel I ier 
carried. 

Moved that Jonathan Crosby go on a mission to the Society Islands, and Jame cr 
Bay to Ohio; carried. ve 

President Kimball gave them some instruction, and advised all the Elders whe die 
they start on missions, to leave their families at home, and then their minds will b. et 
more free to serve the Lord. * 


4 A great deal of local business was attended to, and instructions given on variot in th 
uties. | 
Afterwards President Young gave some instruction on the law of tithing. Tb 
Lord himself instituted the principle through Joseph the Prophet, and that ‘is'fo 
all the members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, to pay one-ten 


making some further observation, be said we want to build a large house and fart 
to place the poor. on, as soon as they arrive here. We want only your tenth. 

ask not that of my brethren but what I am willing to give nyseff; and what I d 
as your leader, or president you should be- Willing to do. the same. , 
We want to build a large store house, and I trust Thall see lthe day when w 
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want a few teams, or a few thousand bushels of grain, to send to the relief of the 
r; all we shall have to do will be to ge to the store house of the Loi d, without 
calling on the brethren to contribute. We shall yet see the day that we have not a 


ſortable situation for food and raiment, &c. | 

He then made a few remarks on the subject of mesmerism and witchcraft in the 
days of old, showing that the power of the mesmerizers are perfectly harmless to the 
faithful Elders of Israel. 
Jum Elder G. A. Smith made some remarks on the severity of the weather in the 

mountains in the fall of the year, and the prospect of sending forth a great number 
for of Elders ; and in order to avoid a great deal of suffering by them, passing through 
weh the mountains. He moved that we adjourn this Conference to the first Friday in 
We September, then to meet at the Bowery, in Great Salt Lake City, at 10 a. m.; car- 
ned unanimously. | 
us The Band played a lively tune. | . 
J. Benediction by Elder David Fulmer, when the Conference was adjourned by 
President Young’s blessing the people in the name of the Lord. | 
Tuomas Buttock, Clerk of the Conference. 


d of 
and 
will 
the 
ople 
he 
in 


BAPTISMAL REGENERATION, 


OR 
THE CONTROVERSY IN THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 
BY JAMES LINFORTH. 


The late controversy in the Church of England, and among the religious portion 
of community, has led me to make the following remarks upon the subject of it. 
My object is to benefit all those who believe in the scriptures of divine truth, and 
the revelations of God; but those who profess to believe them and act contrary, by 
instituting their own wisdom and precepts in place of the commandments of God, 
will not, I fear, be benefitted, while they remain in that condition. I hope, how- 
ever, that my readers will allow the rectitude of scripture and sound sense to pre- 
dominate, while they examine what I shall advance. Earnestly desiring the assist- 
ance of the Spirit of God, I proceed. 

I shall first make some few remarks upon the ordinance itself; the mode of ad- 
Dinistration ; and lastly, upon the benefit derived from its reception, which appears 
to be the bone of contention among the theologians of our country. I scarcely 
need advert to the etymology of the term baptism; it has been so frequently dis- 
cussed, that most persons are acquainted with the definition given to it by most, if 
not all, linguists. I am aware that some authors of the English dictionary have 
ascribed to it a meaning only fit to explain the perverted form of administering that 
sacred ordinance, yet it stands as it did when first instituted, and the permanency 
of non-permanency of the mode of administering it, depends not upon the extor- 
tions and distortions of translators, but upon the immutable word of Jehovah, and 
the practice of the primitive church. Had the ingenious mind of man not attempt- 
ed to explain the meaning of the word, descriptive of the ordinance in question, we 
should have been better off this day, for there is abundant circumstantial evidence 
in the Holy Scriptures to prove, beyond the gainsaying of mortals, that baptism is 
no less than an immersion; and why the term baptism should be adhered to after 
the thing expressed thereby had ceased to exist, I can form no idea, unless it be for 
the purpose of enabling the counterfeit to pass more readily for the genuine; and in 
this instance a saying of the prophet Isaiah is very true— They have transgressed 
the laws, changed the ordinance, and broken the everlasting covenant.”* I will here 
produce some examples from scripture, descriptive of the mode of its administra- 
tion in apostolic times; and who shall say those men knew not how to officiate in 
their holy callings! Many of them for several years the constant companions of 
their Lord and Master, and from whose mouth they received their instructions and 
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r person in our midst, and the invalids and indigent persons will be in a com- 
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authority to preach the gospel, and inculcate this ever-to-be cherished ordinance of 
His church, because of the blessings it confers when rightly performed and righily 
received. | | 

The first and most important of all other descriptions of this ordinance, is that of 
the Saviour himself to Nicodemus—“ Eægept a man be born again he cannot seg 
the kingdom of God.“ The Israelitish Rabbi supposed our Lord had reference to 
a natural birth, and hence his query How can a man be born when he is old 
can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” t The Rabbi had 
a just conception of the words TO BE BORN AGAIN,” but could not see how it could 
be accomplished, hence his question and our Lord's reply—“ Except a man be born 
of water and of the spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” It will be 
conceded by all unprejudiced minds, that a birth is, in this sense at least, an in. 
troduction from one state of being to another. The expression is very apt and very 


beautiful“ We are buired with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 


was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should 
walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.” $ This is a forcible il. 
lustration of our Redeemer’s words to the Rabbi. St. Paul well knew the manner 
of administering this rite, therefore said he, we are buried with him by baptim 
into death.” 

Notwithstanding the significancy of these expressions, we have other and equally 
as forcible reasons for saying that to baptize is to immerse. One of which is con- 


tained in the account of the Saviour’s baptism—“ And Jesus when he was baptized 


went up straightway out of the water ;”§ evidently conclusive that he been 
down into the water; and on this memorable occasion of our Lord’s enjoining upon 
all the necessity of fulfilling all righteousness, by himself setting the example, did 
Jehovah manifest satisfaction in what his Son had done, and also in the act as per- 
formed by John. Witness the exclamation of the Eternal as the portals of heaven 
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him“ This is my beloved Son in 
whom I am well pleased.” || Thus we see the Redeemer of the word submitting 
to the rite of baptism, and the God of heaven and earth recognising it. One truly 
penitent expression of the Evangelist John, would appear to set the matter at rest, 
were men to regard the Scriptures generally with the same literal view as some 
particular portions seclected for other purposes: it is this“ And John was also 
baptizing in Anon near to Salim; BECAUSE there was much water there, and 
they came and were baptized.” 4 Now had pouring or sprinkling been the mode 
then practised, where the necessity of resorting to a place uf much water? Would not 
a common vessel of water have been sufficient to have served for the performance of 
the rite upon hundreds? But John knew better than depart from the proper mode, 
and so he sought a place in which he could perform it correctly, “and they came 
and were baptized.” This, with the foregoing, I consider to be sufficient to con- 
vince all unprejudiced minds that the ordinance of baptism is only to be performed 
by immersion, and shall leave it here until some theologian, wiser than his prede- 
cessors, shall have discovered a precedent in the Scriptures to warrant infant or 
adult sprinkling, and will now pass to the qualifications of an administrator of this 
solemn right. 

‘That ministers of the Christian church should need other qualifications than 
those of learning and piety, is strenuously objected to by many of the sects and 
professors of religion which once formed part of the Roman Catholic Church; but 
when their arguments are brought to the touchstone of inspired scripture, they ex- 
bibit their unsoundness and deformity. We are constantly informed that the 


' Creator of the beavens and the earth is eternal and immutable. This is no more 


than the never-varying operations of the planetary system would teach us, even 
were there no revelation upon the subject. He fas said of himself, I am the 
Lord, I change not, and this expression to a Christian is sufficient, for if he 
believe it not upon the declaration of Jehovah, he will not upon any other. 


St. John ii. 3 f Ibid ni. 4. f Romans vi. 4, 5. ß St. Mathew il. 16. I Ibid. 17. 
J St. John ii. 22 ** Malachi ili. 6. 
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Now, let us see what this immutability of God will lead to in what was once the 
church of Christ. We discover in the gospels that the Saviour called twelve whom 
he ordained and set apart for the work of the ministry, J have chosen you and 
erdained you ;” and afterwards he called seventy, and another seventy, and sent 
them forth to preach asthe Twelve. And mark the importance of their testimony, 
He that 222 heareth me; and he that despiseth you despiset me; and 
that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me.” t And after the death of the Sa- 
riour, we find the Holy Spirit J yet quer a the same office as respects choosing them : 
« As they ministered to the Lord and fasted the Holy Ghost said, separate me 
Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them.” ~ Thus we see 
the Lord had a hand in appointing the ministers of His Church, and the apostles 

ormed that work the Saviour was no longer with them to perform: “ And 
when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands upon them, they sent them 
away.” § Again, St. Luke says, “they ordained them elders in church.” [ 
And St. Paul, addressing the elders of the Church of Ephesus, said unto them, 
“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock over which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers to feed the Church of God.” J 

Do not these transactions of the Primitive Church declare the establishment of 
an order of men distinct from the lay members, and placed in the Church for the 
per fecting of the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying 3 the body 
0 rist, till we all come in the unity of the faith.” “ That we — orth be no 
more children tossed to and fro, and carried about with wind of doctrine.” ** 
And not only set apart by revelation, but divinely inspired for their office? I say, 

do; and I have Jesus to bear me out in the assertion. Said he, Lo! I am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world.” How important, then, their 
amy and how necessary that they should constantly be under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit: a blessing guaranteed to them by the Saviour himself, on condition 
that they continued to “ teach all things whatsoever he had commanded them.” 
We see that the ministers of the Most High in every age have a closer relationship 
to Jehovah than the apostate churches of the present, and of many centuries past, 
have enjoyed, or even laid claim to. This is readily accounted for in the fact that 
the heterogeneous societies of persons, claiming to be parts of the Christian church, 
have not that pure and unadulterated form of doctrine for which St. Paul exhorted 
the primitive saints to contend earnestly, evidently implying a defalcation some- 
where. Shall we say, the Lord has less respect to us of this age than to those of 
former ages? We will not. Shall we say, that our blessed Redeemer established 
achurch and kingdom—giving it laws to be governed by, calling and ordaining its 
frst ministers, setting them an example in all things necessary, and finally enjuin- 
ng upon them strictly to teach “all things whatsoever he had commanded them” — 
whi 


ch would need the supposed improvements of some in after years claiming to be 


his servants and his ministers? The teachings of himself and early disciples forbid 
it, And how those whocrept into the Charch, according to St. Peter’s prediction, 
bringing in “ damnable heresies,” could have persuaded our forefathers that their 
new-fangled tales and perversions of the doctrines of the Church of Christ were 
superior to the teachings of the inspired apostles and elders, I am at a loss to con- 
ceive; but so it was, and we now see the horrid effects of their man-made schemes, 
in the multitudinous schisms that distract the so-called Christian world. 


*St. John, xv. 16. St. Luke, x. 16. 1 Acts, xiii. 2. 5 Ibid, 3. II Acts, xiv. 23. 
| I Ibid, xx. 28. “ Ephesians, iv. 12, 14. 


(o be Continued.) 
The Tatter⸗day Saints Millennial Star. 


SEPTEMBER 15, 1850. : 
To Boox AcEnts.—Can be had at this office, a pamphlet containing a discussion 
which has lately been held in France, between Elder John Taylor, one of the 
Twelve Apostles, and three Protestant ministers. Also containing a Reply to the 
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Rev. K. Groves, A. M., Church of England clergyman, and Mr. Townley, LL. D. 
The discussion was held for three nights, and contains much matter of interest, and 
many arguments worthy the attention of the Saints and those interested. There 
will be also accompanying it a fac-simile of some plates, with ancient c 

found in Illinois, U. S., by persons not connected with our church ; also the author's 
portrait. As Elder Taylor is well known as an author, it is unnecessary for us to 
make any remarks as to his work. The number of pages will be three times that 
of the Star. Price £2 10s. per hundred, or 8d. retail. 


We have news from the Great Salt Lake City up to the 17th of April, by letter 
from Orson Spencer, late President of the Church in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Elder Spencer and family were well. He desires to be remembered in love to all 


the Saints in the British empire. 


BEWARE OF THE APOSTATE’S DOOM. 


It will. be seen by the following letter, that misery. and wretchedness are the 
fruits of pa Any man who has been enlightened. by the word of God and 
the spirit of truth, and who apostatizes therefrom, is of all others the most miser- 
able. Paul Harrison begs the privilege of re-uniting himself to the Saints; we feel 
willing on our part that this privilege should be granted him, providing the branch 
of the church and the president of the conference who excommunicated him consi- 
der his repentance sincere, and are willing to forgive him, and shall, by their vote, 
authorize his re-baptism. But previously to this, he should manifest the sincerity 
of his repentance, by destroying, as far asin his power, all the wicked, lying pamph- 
lets which he has published. Should he be found circulating them by gift or other- 
wise, the Saints should not receive him to fellowship. The conduct of Mr. Hani. 
son has been so dis ul, that we can in nowise give our consent to his being 
ordained to any office while he remains in this country. Neither can he nor any 
other private member be permitted, according to the rules of this church, to appoint 
meetings and deliver lectures in relation to doctrine before the — If he would 
—_— the full confidence of the Saints, and the approbation of heaven, let him ma- 

ifest in all the walks of life, as a private member, a thorough reformation and 
stability of character; and, unless he do this, the devil will obtain greater power 
over him, and he will again fight N the work of God, until his cup of wicked - 
ness is full, when he will perish quickly, like Judas the Son of Perdition. —Ep. 


| Middleton, Near Manchester, July 29, 1850, 
Dear Sir,—Would to God these lines could show you my heart; but written 
language is inadequate to convey to mortal understanding the real state of my feel- 
ings. It is not to exonerate myself in any way from the foul apostacy in which! 
recently played hell’s tragedian, but with a broken heart and contrite spirit I humbl 
and sincerely ask your pardon. Surely if you did but know the pains of hell, whi 
did and do, like death’s stings, harrow up this troubled soul, you would in pity for- 
ve. Were I to give you a full recital of my sufferings since that cursed hour, 
Jan. 8, 1850), when I took upon myself the fearful undertaking to s against 
ite mi iniate rs, — — Methinks — fearful sufferings 
through whic ave passed would illicit your sympathy. I, for imaginary wrong’ 
took cursed, revenge. Oh, God, not my Spirit forced, by 
the monster death, from its tenement, ere I was permitted to breathe a breath of 
slander against a virtuous, a holy, and the best people on the globe. I will not at- 
tempt to justify pom by pointing out the cause which led me to the fearful crime, 
as by so doing, I should not only merit, but incur your just displeasure, and would 
make myself appear still more despicable in your judgment, as the cause did but 
exist in my own heated imagination; if I could but describe the horrible state of 
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feelings during my rebellion, but I cannot. But, dear sir, when I, fiend-like, 
83 with hell’s foul rage, stood before a Babylonish host, then air, yes, even 
then, did memory, reflection, like a flood of liquid fire, sflouting in fe streams 
from earth’s voleanoes, serve to startle my guilty, troubled soul. Well do I re- 
member on one occasion, while addressing a thousand persons and upwards; among 
the number present were some of my forsaken brethren; it was too much for me. 
I wept! others too did weep, they did so because I did it; they knew not the rea- 
son—I did. There were some who envied my position on the occasion, but could 
they have judged the internal by the external man, they would have beheld such a 
frightful picture of black horror that their envy would have stood aghast and appalled 
at the doomed apostate. Some of this class were interestedly opposed to Mor- 
monism ; others belonged to a class whose weakness of intellect or deficiency of 
education, rendered them totall W par to the task of an impartial inquiry into 
the doctrines of the Church of God, and whose minds being enveloped in gross dark- 
ness, quietly submitted to all those errors which the most superstitious credulity 
and crafty chicanery would or could impose. I wish to öbserve that my general 
knowledge of circumstances and of the human mind, serves more fully to convince 
me, that so long as the Saints of the Most High are on the alert, ever being passive 
to those whom God has placed over them, that any or every opposing power will 
he powerless in any or every attempt to overthrow the great work of the last days. 
The obedience of the Saints is becoming every where proverbial, and while such 
1 unison and obedience continue, the be of God will, like the sturdy, tougb, 
and knotted oak, ony the fierce, tempestuous, persecuting winds of the last dispen- 
ation. Would to God I had been more humble and more obedient, then I not 
at the present been by all forsaken, but now I am cheerless. I forsook the church, 
and, my God, in return, am forsaken. Christians are no companions for me 
vorldlings shun me! my relations (with an exception) scorn me! Injured Saints look 
kindly upon me! butI did them wrong, and their kindness serves as a whip to flog 
me. Since I began my hellish course, I have not had one hour’s comfort; trou- 
blesome days an ante have been my portion. When “ tired nature’s sweet re- 
storer, balmy sleep,” hath blest many an honest heart, oft times have I awoke, and 
with horror depicted in my countenance, have, maniac like, sought for my tormen- 
tors. Sometimes I have been a whole night long, viewing the future prospect, 
weing nothing less than the nether regions for my future home. Reflection calls 
me a cursed fool to barter my salvation for so foul a gratification ; ah! surely fiends 
have laughed at my weakness; yes, pious christians rejoiced, but their rejoicing 
i of short duration; for as soon as one performs his unholy and dirty behests, 
they need him no longer, and I found that. pious persons would then leave me as 
the devil left the ditcher, just to find his way out in the best way he could; some, no 
doubt, think that the pious persons would be ready to elevate them to the highest 
pinacle of honour, did they but just come out and expose the Saints; these views 
of the rev. gentlemen are most incorrect; for so soon as they have used one up, 
they then express sorrow at one being in a quandary. I have proved this in seve- 
tal instances when almost choked with rage at my folly, I could scarcely act with 
etiquette for want of language to express myself. Parson's pity ; parson’s pc 
indeed! why any one expecting it is a down right simpleton! of course they wi 
give plenty of pulpit cant as advice, but their charity, alas! using the language of 
the Lord’s people, is colder than Polar ice, or meaner than the damnation of hell. 
My sincere honest conviction is, that the just displeasure and heaviest curses of an 
offended God follow the apostate wherever he goes. Oh! if I could with my 
Voice, as with the loud trumpet’s shrill blast, sound in the ears of every Saint, 
beware} beware of the apostate’s doom! oh, beware of apostacy! I am positive 
hose who have never realized the fearful consequences of 4 know, compa- 
tatively very little of a troubled soul. Ah! der Pratt, if Ic 
how deeply desirous I am of retracing my steps to the church of God, methinks 
jou would not, you could not refuse my application for re-admission. Ah! how I 
g for, and how I sigh with ambition for the proud position of a Saint! The 
of nations to it would be nothing in W I would rather sweep 
2 would 


Gion’s streets than reign in Babylon's rather be a subject in 
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heaven’s dynasty than be the subjugator of Gentile worlds. What a fool I have 
been to barter away the prospects of a glorious crown, and with it my peace— 10 
present and future happiness! oh, that I could once more have my name enrolled 
among the faithful ones! then, methinks a ray of hope would 8 up in this tet 
troubled and unsettled soul! if the boon were granted, then life itself to it would bo 
be comparatively valueless! But how can I ask you? I know full well that I do ge 
not deserve the favour. But trusting to your mercy, knowing that with you are 
the revelations of Jesus Christ, and consequently the key of my salvation, I thus vl 
appeal, in the name of an offended God, and I most solemnly pray that you will i 
grant my request. Any satisfaction which may be demanded of me, I am prepared vl 
to give. But allow me to say, should the boon be granted, my former peace of ve 
mind will never return, no never. Oh, sir, caution, (as if for a dying man) for me, n, 
the Saints, especially the Elders, to beware of the apostate’s doom. Time will in 
never, no never, efface or obliterate from my memory the accursed past. The n! 
denial of my God before an atheist throng still haunts me—the remembrance of b. 
the foul deed still haunts my burning brain. I wished—nay more, I strove to be. r 
come an atheist, but could not. True, with my tongue I pronounced a denial, but be. 
my heart smote me, I was a liar; for have I not seen the wonders of a God dis. [im 
wll in these last days in the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints? 11 
ave. Do not I know that Joseph Smith, at whose foul and bloody martyrdom, der 
the heavens wept, and Saints shed hot, scalding tears, myself among the rest, was ie 
a prophet of the Most High God? emphatically Ido. Do not I know that the Le 
principles of the Latter-day gospel are they for which a Saviour’s precious blood iy 
was spilt on Calvary’s cursed tree? I do; and I also know that the Latter. es 
day Saints are the people of the Most High God, and are the best people im vil 
upon this earth. But again, permit me to say, that if my crime of apostacy has Hy *" 
merited prohibition from my Father’s house,—then, yes, even then, will I to the n 
confines, and even tothe caverns of the damned, declare the Truths of the gospel of 
Christ. Oh! if I had worlds I would gladly give them, could the accursed past be 4 
blotted from the book of time! Many of my forsaken brethren the elders, have, F 
since my recantation, kindly condoled with the unfortunate, for which they have il 
my sincere thanks; they have advised and offered their services in using their in- 
fluence to my restoration, but rather than put any one to trouble on my account, 
I have thus come to the conclusion of being my own pleader, knowing that you 
will act righteously in all things. And now let me ask, will not some part of my 
past services stand prominent in bold relief. I do not wish to appear either as an 
egotist or a sophist; and as, no doubt, you are acquainted in some measure with the 
past, I forbear detailing minutia. I know that nothing will answer as an equivalent to 


Paul? as to any suffering, it is impossible for me to experience any deeper mental 
suffering. I truly might have more of it, but I hope some of the bitterness will 
now be past. My suffering has been so intense that I have sincerely and very fre- 
quently desired death to complete the work. I have thought that even hell to me 
would be a happy release. As I have been thus candid, would you be pleased to 
notice these few lines, I have now no where to fly to but the Saints, should they 
refuse my re-admission, then I am of all men most miserable. The christians hate 
and persecute me, and for the world I have no regard; and now, I apprehend, they 
have as little for 3 servant; my relations turn their backs on me; perhaps some 
might withhold their forgiveness on the ground that I was fluctuating or calculs- 
too hastily ; as, for instance, the acts of my apostacy and recantation. But if 
I hastily took a revengeful part, am I not 1 in making as speedy an 20 
ing the Gentiles, I could easily have 
done it; had I acted the part of an hypocrite, but a sense of duty to the church 
and my God preponderated on my mind. I could not resist—I was unhappy— 
I had done wrong I wanted forgiveness—I consequently appealed for pardon, 
but as I had * it out of the reach of any one or all, to grant me my fervent wish 
until you had returned from America—then judge of my anxiety for your return; 
each 7 as it came I made inquiry for your arrival, until at last you arrived. 
heard of it: but thinking you would be quite full of business without troubling 
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yourself about me, I have consequently deferred writing up to the present. If 
there is one thing over which I have to lament more than another, it is my not at- 
tending strictly tothose solemn injunctions which have been imparted from timetotime, 
both by the voice of the priesthood, and through the pages of the Star. It is dan- 
gerous meddling with that which does not belong to us; and I know that the way. 
of duty is the only way of safety. A man, on account of some ability or talent 
which he supposes he has got, may fancy himself somebody, but strict and deep in- 
restigation, together with a share of experience, tells me that a man, it matters not 
who he is, unless he be passive like a child, is but in a slippery path; if I had al- 
ways minded this I should not have been in the cursed predicament that Iam now 
in, but my peace * have been overflowing, and my mind 1 have been rejoicing 
in sublime and holy contemplation of the past, present, and future; as it is, my 
mind is in hell, wandering in shades of darkness like a forlern outcast; wanderin 
about like fiend’s of earth, finding no rest for the soles of my feet: all seems a bl 
ora vast void! earth has refused mea home, and I feel that heaven’s frown has 
been upon me, and the imaginary yelling and wailing of the damned, together with 
the taunts of a thousand demuniac voices startle my troubled soul! and oh, let me 
say, in concluding this short letter, written under peculiar feelings, that if I were 
denied re-adinission into the church, that I would, could it be done, make my fin- 

ers into pens, and with my heart’s blood write in the dwelling of every Saint, 

eware—oh, beware, of the doomed Apostate’s fate. And should kind heaven 
once more smile upon me, and take me into its kingdom, then all my powers, life— 
yes all shall be devoted to the most holy cause; and should my life be prolonged, I 
will rest not until earth’s sons and daughters break off their accursed fetters and 
sever their manacles, when all earth, arrayed in liberty’s charms, shall triumphantly 
exult in the glorious emancipation. 

From your broken-hearted, and humble servant, 
Mr. O. Pratt. | PAUL HARBISON. 


P.S.—As I have written this in haste, not having time to write a copy of it, 
will you please preserve it for me, as I may want it some time. In the mean time, 
you are at perfect liberty to make what use of it you may think best. * 
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REMARKS ON THE BOOK OF MORMON. 


BY ELDER WILLIAM GIBSON. 
(Concluded from our last.) 
I shall now take up a few of the most popular objections urged against it by some 


of its greatest opponents: first, as to its origin. 

Mr. Heys, Wesleyan minister, Isle of Man, gives the following account of it :— 
He says it was written in Harmony township, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania, 
I Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery, from the mouth of Joseph Smith, as he sas 
ith his hat on his face, and a stone in his hat, while the plates were hid away in 
de woods. The Rev. Richard Livesey in his book, intitled Mormonism ex 
says it was written in Conneaut, Ohio, by one Solomon Spaulding, as a religious 
novel, and afterwards altered by Sidney Rigdon, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

Messrs. Chambers, of Edinburgh, in a tract published by them, on religious im- 
ostors, on the authority of the Atheneum, says, that Joseph Smith was a man 
arcely capable of inventing or writing even the ravings of the Book of Mormon, 
but the Rev. Solomon Spaulding having left his ministry, and entered into business 
— Vale, New York, became bankrupt there in the year 1809; and to relieve 
umself from his distresses, he wrote a novel, connecting the sepulchral mounds of 
North America with the lost ten tribes of Israel, supposed by some to have peopled 
at continent, and reer to name the work the “ Manuscript found,” he wrote 
tin the style of the old Hebrew compositions. The work was taken to a prin- 
tin Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; but the author dying before it could be published, 
de cers lent the manuscript to Sidney Rigdon, who, in connexion with Joseph 
with, palmed it on the world as a New Revelation. 
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Again, in a —— by John Thomas, M. D., intitled “a Sketch of the Rise, 
i 


Progress, and Dispersion of the Mormons,” page 1, we are told that Mr. Spauldi 
never intended to publish his work ; that he did not send it to a printer for that pur. 

se; that he wrote it for his own amusement, and so far from Sidney Rigdon’s 

ving anything to do with the bringing out of the Book of Mormon, he was then 
in connexion with Mr. A. Campbell, and did not join the Latter-day Saints till the 
Book of Mormon had been in print, and the society established some considerable 
time, but Mr. Spaulding having lent his manuscript to a friend, it fell into the 
hands of a bookseller in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, who either wrote a copy of it, 
or retained the original manuscript, and having found that Joseph Smith was a fit 
tool, being of a soft semi-daft or impressable nature, he was made to 3 that 
an angel had appeared to him, and revealed the existence and whereabouts of tbe 
plates from which the Book of Mormon was said to be translated. 

Again, in a book by Mr. A. Campbell, the same gentleman Mr. Thomas speaks of, 
intitled An Analysis of the internal and — Evidences of the Book of Mor. 
mon.” He says, page 18, “ If I could swear to any man’s voice, face, or person, 
assuming different names, I could swear that this book was written by one man; 
and as Joseph Smith is a very ignorant man, and is called the author on the title 

age, I cannot doubt for a single moment but that he is the sole author and 
prietor of it. Here, then, we have the testimony of two Methodist parsons, of Mr. 
Campbell, the leader of a religious society, of Dr. Thomas, a man of high standing 
in the religious world, of the Athenœum, a publication that I believe is the organ 
of a religious society, and of a work from such men as the Messrs. Chambers, of 
Edinburgh, all giving us what they say is the origin of the Book of Mormon; and 
as we cannot expect that lies will come from such a source, or that such men will 
bear false witness against their neighbours, it is no wonder that the Latter-day Saints 
are despised, and the Book of Mormon considered a fable by those who do not in- 
vestigate for themselves, but take it for granted that it must be so, for the 

jays it. But I will now compare these various statements, and then we shall see 
what amount of credit can be given to the testimony of even such holy and pious 
men when their craft is in danger. 

First, then, as to where it was written. Mr. Heys says it was written in Har. 
mony township, Susquehanna county, Pennsylvania ; the Rev. Richard Livesey 
says it was written in Conneaut, Ohio; While Messrs. Chambers and the Ache 
nœum give us to understand that it was written in Cherry Vale, New York. 

Next, by whom it was written. 

Mr. Heys says it was written by Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery, from the 
mouth of Joseph Smith. Mr. Livesey contradicts him, and says it was written by 
Sidney Rigdon, from a novel by one Solomon Spaulding. Dr. Thomas declares 
they are both wrong, for it was written or stolen by a bookseller, in Pittsburgh, and 
that Sidney Rigdon had no connexion with Joseph Smith and the Latter-day Saints 
till some time after it was printed. The Rev. Alex. Campbell makes them all three 
wrong; he says it is the work of an ignorant man, of cemrse that could not apply 
to a parson, and we are told that Solomon Spaulding was one, and as Joseph 
Smith was ignorant, he is ready to swear that he is the sole author and proprietot 
of it; while Chambers and the Atheneum declare that Joseph Smith was incapable 
of writing even the ravings of the Book of Mormon. a 

Again, I ask, who are we to believe? Would such testimony:be received in any 
eourt of justice as evidence upon which any man should be condemned ? Certainly 
not. Then why is Joseph Smith and the Book of Mormon condemned upon it 
TL suppose it will be for the same reason that Jesus Christ and the New Tests 
ment were condemned by the Jews, viz., the priests and holy men would have 
80. 

IL shall next look at the objections raised against the contents of the Book. 

First, it is ungrammatical in its construction. I grant it, but does that prove it 
false? it only proves that those who wrote it were unlearned men. Suppose, fot 
instance, that some one had written the words of Peter and John, just as th 
uttered them at the beautiful gate of the Temple, as recorded in Acts iv. 13, woul 
they have been according to grammatical rules? Surely not; for we are told thst 
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their hearers perceived that they were unlearned and ignorant men. If they had 
clothed their ideas in words fitly chosen, and according to grammatical rules, how 
could their ignorance and want of learning have been perceived? or if Peter and 
John had written the same words to the 2 which were uttered by them, would 
the writing have been grammatical? Certainly not; and yet it would have been 
scripture, for * were inspired men. The Spirit of God gives the ideas, and allows 
men to clothe them in the language with which they are most familiar; and 
thus their testimony has been to the Jews a stumbling block, and to the Greeks 
volishness. Is the Bible grammatical? if not, after all the labour bestowed on 
its translation what would it have been if the words of the ploughmen, shepherds, 
and fishermen that compose it, were recorded, just as they were uttered by them? 
and yet they would have been scripture. _ : | 

I shall next look at some objections brought against the historical part of it. 
One portion often objected to is the account of the death of Laban by Nephi. The 
Book of Mormon says that Nephi was constrained by the Spirit to cut off the héad 
of Laban, and this is looked upon by many as a strong proof against it, because (as 
they say) it would make God to sanction murder. If those who say so, ever read 
their Bibles, they surely do not believe what they read, or perhaps they have for- 
gotten what the Bible contains; I will therefore refresh their memories by quotin 
a few instances recorded in the Bible, where men have been put to death with the 

probation of God. In Numbers xxv. 7, 8, we find that Phineas the priest took 
his javelin and thrust it through a man and woman, and killed them both, and for 
so doing the Lord blessed him and his seed for ever. In Judges iv. 15, we 
are told that the Lord raised up a deliverer for Israel, Ehud the son of Gera, a 
Benjamite; and how did he do it? We are informed that he made a dagger with 
two edges, a cubit long; he then went to the king of Moab, and told him that the 
Lord had sent him with a message unto him, and when the king caused his attend- 
ants to go out that he might hear the message in private, he thrust the dagger into 
his bowels and killed him. In 1 Samuel xv. 33, we read that Samuel, the Prophet 
of the Lord, after Saul had spared the life of Agag, king of Amalek, took Agag 
and hewed him in pieces before the Lord in Gilgal. 

In 1 7 xviii. 40, it is written that Elijah said take the Prophets of Baal, let 
not one of them escape; and they took them and Elijah brought them down to the 
brook Kishon, and slew them there. These are only a few instances recorded in 
the Bible of mens’ being killed with the approbation of God; and if one proves the 
Book of Mormon a fiction, what will so many prove the Bible to be? men who 
reason thus, to be consistent, ought to deny them both, and come boldly for ward 
and declare their infidelity. 

Another great objection to the Book of Mormon is the account it gives of a 
director or compass that they had to guide them on their journey. Mr. Alexander 
Campbell, in his book before referred to, page 17, says, The mariner’s compass 
was only known in Europe about 300 years ago, but Nephi knew all about steam- 
boats and the compass 2400 years ago.” Now in what part of his Book of Mor- 
mon he finds anything said about steam-boats I know not, but one thing I do know, 
it is not in the one believed in by the Latter-day Saints; and if men are to be judged | 
now by the same rule as that by which Christ judged the pious Pharisees in his day, 
* i Campbell and others like him, may find our their relationship by reading 

ohn viii. 44. 

But as to the compass, Mr. ro, gr says that Nephi knew all about the com- 
pass 2400 years ago. But in this he is contradicted by Chambers and the Athe- 
num; when s ng of this compass, they say, that the writer (Nephi) evidentl 
misunderstood the use of the compass altogether; while Dr. Thomas, in his heal 
already quoted, page 4, says, “ It was a sort of wheel made to roll on before them 
of itself, as their guide in the way they were to go.” Now as it was the same 
compass they had on board the ship, it would have to run before them on the water 
also. Thus you have the testimony of Mr. Campbell, the Athenewm, and Dr. 
Thom — you can take your choice. If you believe Mr. Campbell, then you 
Will believe that Nephi knew all about the mariner’s compass 2400 years ago; if 
you believe the Athenœum, you will believe that he knew nothing about it, but 
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misunderstood the use of the compass altogether ; while if you believe Dr. Thoma, 


you will believe that the compass they had was no more like the mariner’s com 
than three honest men are like three contemptible promulgators of falsehood ; fo 
he says it was a sort of wheel that ran before them, but where he got such an ide 
from I know not, unless it came from the same fruitful source from which he go 
the rest of the falsehoods with which his book is filled, and from which Mr. Camp. 
bell got his statement of the steam-boats. I would advise them to claim kindred 
for the works of their Father they will do; for when they utter such falsehood, 
they speak of their own ; they are lies, and they the fathers of them. 

shall now give the account of it from the Book of Mormon, page 314. “ And 
now my son, I have somewhat to say, concerning the thing which our fathers cal 
a ball or director, for our fathers called it Liakona, which is, being interpreted, 
a compass; and the Lord prepared it: and, behold, there cannot any man work 
after the manner of so curious a workmanship; and, behold, it was prepared to 
show unto our fathers the course that they should travel in the wilderness, and it 
did work for them according to their faith in God: therefore, if they had faith to 
believe that God could cause that those spindles should point the way that the 
should go, behold, it was done: therefore, they had this miracle, and also many 
other miracles wrought by the power of God.” 

Is this any thing like the mariner’s compass? or is it like a sort of wheel that ra 
before them of itself? Poor creatures, you need our pity more than our anger, 

But, again, it is said by objectors, if we believe this account we must believe that 
God made or pre this ball or compass, and that is rather too much for us to 
do. Why, my friends, should it be too much if you can believe the Bible? 

Does it not say in Gen. iii. 21, that God made or prepared coats of skin for 
Adam and Eve? wonder who skinned the animals)? and in Exodus xxxii. 16, 
we read of God’s hewing two tables of stone, and then engraving the law upon 
them; and I think the man who can believe the one statement has little cause to 
reject the other, because it says the compass was the work of God. 

The next objection to which I will advert, is the account given in the Book of 
Mormon of the Barges with a hole in the top and another in the bottom. This 

rt has always been held up to derision, and our enemies have made the most f 
it for this purpose. 

The Book of Mormon says, they were tight like unto a dish; and from this itis 
declared that they were in the form of a dish; and I well remember hearing the 
Rev. C. J. Kennedy read this passage, and then compare them toa saucer witha hole 
in the bottom, and ask the audience could such a vessel swim? but how a boat the 
length of a tree and peaked at the ends, could be like a saucer, he forgot to say. Any 
unprejudiced man ne reads the account of them in the Book of Mormon, will see that 
it was not in regard to their form that they are said to be like a dish, but in regard 
to their tightness ; and we are told in the 526th page, that they were tight, like the 
Ark of Noah; and as for a hole in the top and bottom, it must be evident to every 
ene that both would be needed for air and cleanliness on such a voyage; and in 
reading the account, you will find that the Lord showed them how to prevent the 
water from coming in upon them, although the way it was done is not recorded; 
yet seeing it is dec that it was done, I would ask my wise friends is there any 
thing impossible or even very strange in the idea? True, if the hole in the bottom 
had to be stopped with a plug, like a beer barrel, as some wise men would have i, 
it would be rather strange for them what use could be made of it, except in 
case of the boat overturning, and even then it would need to be somewhat large 
than the bung-hole of a beer-barrel to do much good. But I would ask, do 00 
think that a good shipbuilder would think it an impossible thing to build a boat # 

tight that no water could get in, and then leave a hole in the top, so constru 
that it could be opened and shut at the pleasure of those within, and have another 
hole in some part of the bottom, and by means of such a simple thing as a hollow 
oylinder or pipe, or some such thing of either wood or iron carried to a certain 
height, according to the depth of water the vessel drew, prevent the water from 
coming in, and yet make it serve for the purpose of cleanliness. 

(To be Continued.) 
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NEWS FROM SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 287 
GLORIOUS NEWS FROM SWEDEN AND DENMARK. 


: See City of Copenhagen, August 18th, 1850. 
TO THE BRETHREN OF THE PRESIDENCY AT LIVERPOOL. 
Beloved Brethren,—By request of Brother E. Snow, (he being otherwise en- 


eed), I undertake to write something, in order to inform you of our present con- 


tion, and hope that you will excuse any imperfection in writing. 

The first news I have to tell you is, that the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints is now established in this city, and the Saints of the Most High are 

joicing with us in the ag thereof. On the 12th instant Brother Snow bap- 
tized the first 15, consisting of Germans, Swedes, and Danes. Our little church 
numbers now 26 members, and to-night we expect to baptize 4 more, and we have 
a fair prospect of increasing fast, notwithstanding we have to be very careful, for 
there are many come to us to be — who are not qualified. 

Yesterday we received a letter from Brother John Forssgreen, which gave us 
much joy; he informs us that he has baptized 3 persons in the town of Gefle. A 
ship was fitted out to go to New York, with a company of emigrating farmers, and 
Brother John, when he heard of it, went down to the ship, and delivered the Gos- 
pel unto them. Lge | received it gladly, and asked him to preach for them in a 
certain grove. He then appointed a meeting at said place, and it went off well; 
16 or 17. of them were baptized, and more getting ready for it. He afterwards 
ordained 2 elders and some teachers, and taught them how to do on board. Ru- 
mours of this meeting had reached the ears of the clergy, who at the next meeting 
watched him in the bushes, together with the police. After meeting, the city mar- 
shall came to him and took him by the collar, shook him a little and wanted to 


strike his face, but made a mistake and hit his own. They then took him through 


the city, crying “the dipper!” presented him to the principal priests and officers, 
and finally took him before the tribune, who asked him a number of questions, for- 
bade him to preach, threaténed him with prison and with banishment, sent for a 
doctor to see what was the matter with his head, and finally sent him to Stockholm, 
where he was tried again, and his banishment decided upon; but as far as we can 
learn, he is to wait until the king comes home from the country. He is sowing the 
seed of truth as much as possible, and Brother Snow has answered him and told 
him to keep on, as long as he can, and then come over here and join us, while the 
seed is working a way for him to return. We hear little or nothing from the ar- 
mies, The people are much put out with the king for marrying a woman not of 
rank, but he don’t care, and enjoys himself at his country palace, about 16 miles 


from the capital. | 
May the Lord bless you all, 


Is the prayer of your unworthy Brother, and Humble Servant, 
| PETER O. Hanson. 


Copenhagen, August 19th, 1850. 
Dear Brother O. Pratt,—The seed has fallen on good ground, it has taken deep 
root, it is shooting forth branches and bearing fruit. Last Monday night I bap- 
tized 15 persons, the first in Denmark. We went to a retired place, one mile out 
of town, and baptized them in the clear salt water of the Sound. No excitement. 
Brother Dykes has since baptized 15 more, and several are to be baptized to-night. 
The spirit of enquiry is spreading on every hand. Elder Dykes is making rapid pro- 
= in the language, and is doing a good work. Brother Hanson is not behind. 
e have held three confirmation meetings, and the Spirit was poured out copious- 
We have held no meetings except in our own room, and in brethren’s houses. 
ur preaching is mostly fireside preaching. Those baptized are well grounded in 
the faith, and firm. e Lord visits them with dreams, visions, and the manifesta- 


tions of the Holy Spirit. They are à mixture of Germans, Swedes, and Danes, 


but all speak the Danish. 
| Erasrus Sxow 
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